a   neia-marsnal.   .Being early introduced  at  Court,   ne acquired,   with  the   common   corruption,   also   the   pleasing manners of a courtier;   and  by his  assiduities   about the ministers, Counts de Maurepas and de Vergennes, he procured from the latter the place of an ambassador to the Court of St. Petersburg.   With some reading and genius, but with more boasting and presumption, he classed himself among French men of letters, and was therefore as such received with distinction by Catharine II., on whom, and on whose Government, he  in return  published  a libel.     He was a valet under La Fayette, in 1789, as he has since been under every succeeding king of  faction.     The  partisans   of   the Revolution   pointed   him   out   as   a   fit   ambassador from Louis XVI. to the late King of Prussia; and he went in 1791 to Berlin, in that capacity; but Frederick William II. refused   him   admittance   to   his  person,   and   after   some